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Boundary Books Publications 1990-2009 

282. ALLEN, DAVID RAYVERN 

Jim.  The Life of E W Swanton 
Boundary Books, 2004.  Original half-

morocco, raised bands, vintage book cloth, 

original gilt outline of EWS to front board.  

Limited Edition of only 15 copies (11 for sale) 

each signed and numbered by the author.  

Accompanied by an original MCC Anniver-

sary Dinner Menu from 1970, from the 

Swanton collection and signed by him.  On 

publication this small edition sold out in hours 

and this is the first time we have been able 

to offer one of those copies for  

re-sale. A rare opportunity to acquire a 

virtually unprocurable book.   

(illustrated below)   £550 

283. BRODRIBB, G 

Felix and the Eleven of England 
Boundary Books, 2002.  A volume in the MCC Cricket 

Library series.  Limited Edition of 250 copies, each 

signed by a descendent of Felix, by Ted Dexter (then 

President of MCC) and by Hubert Doggart (who wrote 

a charming Foreword).  Full bonded leather, all edges 

gilt, slip case.   

 

Twenty books have been published in twenty years.  While most were sold out within a short 

period of their publication, we always buy back copies when they become available.  Here 

we are featuring some of the scarcer volumes but others are also available on request. 

òThis is, in truth, a magnum opus . . . every home should 

have one.ó  Robin Marlar in The Cricketer 

 

Full account from Felixõs own diaries of the All England 

Eleven plus over 50 full page colour reproductions of 

his original watercolours.  Many show historic cricket 

grounds for the first or only time and have never been 

published before.   £160  
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284. BELDAM, GEORGE 

Great Cricketers 

The Age of Grace and Trumper 
Boundary Books, 2001.   A volume in the 

MCC Cricket Library series.  Issued in a  

special Subscriberõs Edition of 48 copies and 

a Limited Edition of 500.   

òSo interesting, so instructive and so  

marvellous . . . the book of the yearó 

Assoc. of Cricket Statisticians & Historians 

 

òThis is a special book, one that will be 

named as a reference like Ranjiõs Jubilee 

book, W Gõs 1891 Cricket or Arlott & 

Cardusõ The Noblest Game.  It is more 

than photographs of cricketers, it is 

about the Beldam family, the artistic 

talent of his friends and Chevallier 

Tayler and Tuke and their paintings.ó  

Cricket Memorabilia Society 

 

òHotcakes are said to sell fast; any 

cricket enthusiast, and others too, who 

gets a hand on this book will, I warrant, 

want to own it.ó  The Cricketer 

 

òAn astounding work . . . a cornucopia of 

photographic, cricket and golfing  

history . . . òmust buyóó.   

The Independent - Book of the Week 

 

òA beautiful production . . restores oneõs 

faith in such endeavours  . . the whole is 

a magnificent achievement.ó   

Journal of the Cricket Society 

Both versions sold out on publication but we 

currently stock a few copies: 

 

123A  Subscriberõs Copy Number 24, bound 

in full leather, slip case, signed by Lia Beldam, 

Charles Fry, Ted Dexter, Colin Cowdrey, Tony 

Lewis, David Gower and Graham Gooch.  Mint 

condition.  (illustrated above) £550 

 

123B   Limited Copy Number 497, bound in 

cloth/gilt, mint condition.   

Signed by Lia Beldam  £225 

285. GOOCH, G & DOWN, M 

For Essex and England 

Graham Goochõs Century of Centuries   
Boundary Books, 1993.  Limited Edition of 

333 copies, each numbered and signed by 

Graham Gooch.  This book contains the full 

scorecard and detailed description of each 

of Goochõs first-class hundreds, together with 

Grahamõs own commentary on each innings.  

242pp with 60 illustrations in colour and 

B&W.  The book comprises a full history of 

Goochõs career and places him in perspec-

tive as one of the heaviest run-scorers in the 

history of the game. 

òFor Essex and England is a beautifully 

produced book, carefully and thoroughly 

compiled.ó    Chris Martin-Jenkins  

 

òAs with previous books by this publisher it 

is splendidly produced and a delight to 

handle.ó   ACSH 

Deluxe Edition - Numbers 101 to 333, 

printed on art paper, bound in quarter bonded 

leather (Essex red and England blue), gilt 

blocking, top edge gilt.  £55 

Centurion Edition - Numbers 1 to 100, 

printed on art paper, quarter bound in fine 

goatskin leather with raised bands, all edges 

gilt, ribbon marker, marbled end-papers, in 

a slip case decorated with the emblems of 

Essex and England.  (illustrated above) 

Gooch individually signed the books and  

dedicated each copy uniquely to one of his 

centuries by hand-writing the details of the 

match and the score.  In addition, each book is 

signed by nine other Centurions - Sir Donald 

Bradman, Denis Compton, Geoff Boycott, 

Zaheer Abbas, Sir Colin Cowdrey, Tom 

Graveney, John Edrich, Glenn Turner and 

Dennis Amiss.   £275 

286. IAN BOTHAM 

My Autobiography 

Foreword by Mike Brearley 
Boundary Books, 1994.  Full leather, mar-

bled end-papers, all edges gilt, slip case.  

Signed and numbered Limited Edition of 102 

copies.  Each book individually dedicated by 

Botham to one of his 102 Test Matches for 

England.  Highly sought-after.  

     £395 
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Autographed Cricketersõ Letters 
287. WARNER, P F (Middlesex & England) 

The Warner/Langford Archive 
This comprises a portfolio of over 30 letters 

written by Sir Pelham Warner to A W  

Langford between 1932 and 1963.   

Langford virtually ran The Cricketer single-

handed throughout this period even though 

Warner was the Editor.  These letters are not 

the usual run of the mill.  They are a long 

and detailed correspondence regarding the 

content of the magazine, meetings with  

famous people, opinion and problems.  They 

are intimate ð Warner refers to people as 

òa cockó and òan assó.  They cover family 

issues, illnesses, holidays etc.  The first long 

letter is written three days before Xmas in 

1932 ð from Melbourne right in the middle 

of the Bodyline crisis where Warner was 

Manager.  He seems more concerned about 

where he will spend Xmas. 

Money is a recurring theme ð the magazine 

struggles at times and Warner is not shy 

about getting his share of income.  Through-

out it all, the loyal Langford keeps plugging 

away while Warner lives the life of the 

great and the good. 

When read from start to finish this unique 

archive constitutes the history of The Cricketer 

over a period of 30 years.  A fascinating 

inside story.  (illustrated right) £1000 

288. CARDUS, Neville (Writer) 
1pp ALS dated 13 October 1955 to Leslie 

Gutteridge, the cricket bookseller, accepting 

an invitation to speak at The Cricket Society 

lunch.    £55 

289. BRADMAN, Sir Donald (Australia) 
1pp TLS dated 21 May 1948 from the Pic-

cadilly Hotel, London.  Sent to Mr Freeman 

of Manchester concerning a meeting during 

the tourists game at Old Trafford.  Nice 

signature and contemporary document from 

the famous 1948 Invincibles tour.   £145 

290. JESSOP, G L (Glos & England) 
Fine 2-sided autograph note from Jessop to 

James Thorpe, a noted illustrator and close 

friend of Jessopõs, dated January 10 (early 

1920s) from Minehead.    òHereõs ôGood 

ôealthõ. . . That card is a work of art. . . Love 

to Toddles Dowson when you see him.  Tell him 

I get lots of games with G F H Earle who lives 

here and will in a year or two captain Somer-

set I think.ó  Beautifully signed òJessopusó (as 

he did with all his close friends).  James 

Henry Thorpe (1876-1949) was a founder 

member of the London Sketch Club, where 

fellow cricket enthusiast Frank Reynolds was 

a close friend.  Besides working as an illus-

trator - he produced Three Nuns Tobacco 

posters for many years - he also wrote on 

contemporary art, published an autobiogra-

phy, Happy Days, in 1933 and A Cricket Bag 

in 1929.    £150 

291. ARLOTT, J (Writer & Broadcaster) 
1pp TLS dated 15 April 1969 on The Old 

Sun letterhead to Jack Sokell, Secretary of 

the Wombwell Cricket Lovers Society, con-

cerning an invitation:  òIt is not that I should 

not like to come to Wombwell, but that I work 

six and a half or seven days a week in the 

winter; am at the last minute beck and call of 

the BBC and my paper, and that a journey to 

Yorkshire costs me two days.  But here is a 

piece for the magazineó.    £38 

Warnerõs letter to Langford at the height of the Bodyline tour - òDeal with this òcockó 

will you?  He pesters me.  No doubt his article will be published in due course.  Send him 

£2-2 - if his article is worth that - silence his peace for everó 
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294. LETTER (illustrated right) 
Half page hand-written instruction regarding 

payments for certain items including 

òcommon wine, wermuth and Champaignó.  

Beautifully signed by the Duke.  Written on a 

large folded sheet of thick wove paper with 

King Georgeõs Fleur de Lys watermark.   

A very rare document.  £650 

295. ENGRAVING (illustrated far right) 
Original engraving (8cm x 11cm) of the 

Duke, titled The Noble Cricketer, and dated 

Nov 1st, 1776.  Mounted to archival board.  

We have not seen this attractive little print 

John Frederick, the third Duke of Dorset (1745-

1799), was one of the greatest patrons of 18th 

century cricket and a significant player himself for 

Kent.  The Duke became British Ambassador to 

France and played a key role in the proposed cricket 

tour to France which was apparently aborted on the 

outbreak of the French Revolution in 1789.  

Charles Lennox, the second Duke of Richmond 

(1701-1750) was the grandson of King Charles II 

and is widely regarded as the greatest of cricketõs 

early patrons.  Richmond captained his own XI and 

his players included some of the earliest known  

professionals such as his groom Thomas Waymark, 

and later, when he patronised Slindon Cricket Club, 

he was associated with the Newland brothers.  In 

1727 he organised a pair of matches against Mr 

Alan Brodrickõs team (of Peper Harow) and the first 

formalised cricket rules were drawn up as Articles of 

Agreement. 

SECOND DUKE OF RICHMOND 

THIRD DUKE OF DORSET 

292. LETTER (illustrated right) 
Superb 1p hand-written letter, dated June 

13th, 1738 from Goodwood, near Midhurst 

in Sussex.  Beautifully signed by the Duke.  

The letter concerns the removal of The  

Shoreham Sloop to Chichester -  or rather 

òwhy hasnõt it been moved!ó.   £650 

reproduced before.  Any 18th century  

image, labelled as a cricketer, must be con-

sidered very rare.  £450 

293. MARSHALL, J 

The Duke Who Was Cricket 
Muller, 1961.  An exceptionally fine copy in 

fine dust jacket.  Inscribed by the author to 

Joe Goldman 

and with his 

book plate.  Full 

length study of 

the Duke and 

his influence on 

early seven-

teenth century 

cricket.  Vital to 

any study of 

the pre-

Hambledon 

period.  Much  

on the social 

history of the 

time.    £45 


